A  CHILD  AMID  THE  THEATER

New York was his headquarters. There was his home
and there he replenished his stocks. He made friends
quickly- With them he often went to the German

theater. On one of these occasions he heard of a
family named Strauss that had just arrived from Ger-
many, They had been shipwrecked near the Azores,
had endured many trials, and had lost everything but
their lives.

4* Have they a daughter named Barbara?" asked
Frohman,

11 Yes/* was the reply*

Henry Prohman's heart gave a leap. There came
back to his mind the picture of that clay in the German
woods*

"Where do they come from?" he continued, eagerly.

On being told that it was Darmstadt, he cried, "I must
meet her/1

He gave his friend no peace until that end had been
brought about* Me found her the same lovely girl who
had thrilled him at first sight; he wooed her with ardor
and they were betrothed.

He now yearned for a stable business that would enable
him to marry. Meanwhile his affairs had grown. The
peddler's pack expanded to the proportion of a wagon-
load. Then, as always, the great West held a lure for
the youthful. In some indescribable way he got the
idea that Kentucky was the Promised Land of business,
Telling his fiancee that he would send for her as soon as
he had settled somewhere, he set out*

But Kentucky did not prove to be the golden country.
He was advised to go to Ohio, and it was while driving
across the country with his line of goods that he came
upon Sandusky* The little town on the shores of a smil-

3s*
